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In commemoration of the 150th Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi, 

the Government of India is organizing various programmes, events and 

celebrations across India since 2018. This year this august occasion is 

celebrated by organizing lectures/symposia with foreign institutions 

jointly with an objective to allow Gandhian Thought and Philosophy to be 

widely disseminated among the intellectual circles. This international 

webinar is jointly hosted by Avinashilingam Institute for Home Science 

and Higher Education for Women, Coimbatore and the University of 

Latvia, Riga. It will be a convention of academics from the various 

faculties of both institutions with a resource lecture that will portray the 

principles and thoughts of The Mahatma, the Father of India.  

Avinashilingam Institute for Home Science and Higher Education for 

Women, a Deemed-to-be-University fostering education and empowerment 

of women, is the dream-child of Padma Bhushan Dr. T.S.Avinashilingam 

Ayya, an illustrious educationist, veteran freedom fighter. Situated in the city 

of Coimbatore in South India, the Institute, in its sixty years of establishment, 

has marched from an affiliating Institute to Autonomous College in 1978 as 

one of the largest educational Institutions in the country, imparting moral and 

value based education, upholding Gandhian principles. The Institution 

received the Deemed-to-be-University status from Government of India 

under Section 3 of the UGC Act in June 1988 and has been re accredited 

with ‘A+’ grade by the National Assessment and Accreditation Council 

(NAAC) in its fourth cycle of accreditation in 2018. The Institution provides 

academic flexibility under seven schools.  

The University of Latvia (LU), with its 15,000 students, 13 faculties and 

more than 20 research institutes, including the International Institute  

of Indian Studies, is one of the largest comprehensive and leading research 

universities in the Baltic States. The University offers more than 130 state-

accredited academic and professional study programmes. Ranked among 

the top universities in the Baltic region of the European Union, the 

University of Latvia has been rated four out of five stars overall in the QS 

Stars University rating system, and achieves five-star ratings in the 

categories ‘internationalization’, ‘teaching’, ‘facilities’ and ‘innovation’. The 

University offers a number of international programs taught either partly or 

completely in English, including medicine and dentistry. The field of 

research spans over a wide range of topics including Ayurveda, Yoga, 

Sanskrit terminology, and Indian Classic Music. Collaboration and joint RD 

projects with international partners indicate the involvement in economic 

development. University of Latvia has signed MoUs with the leading Indian 

universities, including the Avinashilingam Institute for Home Science and 

Higher Education for Women, Coimbatore. 
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Shri M. Sathya Kumar LLB, ACA, ACMA, CS, CIMA-ACMA (UK), CGMA 

(US) – National Youth Icon – Vashista – Dhruva Award Champion of 

Sudhesi Magazine, is a product of KPMG, Big 4 Consultancy Firm and 

incubated with nearly 10 years of expertise in the Audit, Tax and Advisory 

divisions. He has addressed around 1.6 million youth in India and abroad 

through various outreach programs. He is an eminent speaker in ICAI, 

ICSI, C & AG, CII, FICCI, ASSOCHAM, TIE, NACEN and GST Revenue 

Division, Government of India. He is a summering faculty of Economics, 

Political, Social & Public Polices in IIM Bangalore, IIM Kozhikode,  

IIM Trichy, NALSAR, NLUSI, National University – Taiwan and various 

renowned Educational Institutions in India. He handles Economics and 

Law subjects. 
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